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Message From

Tan Sri Azman Hashim,
Chairman, Board of Trustees,
Perdana Leadership Foundation

“The challenge for youth in the
21st century is to try to throw off the
baggage of history. The youth of the
21st century must think of themselves
as true citizens of the world. They must
forget colour and creed and notions
of superiority or inferiority. They
must think of equality not in terms of
material wealth alone but in being all
members of the same human race.”
The quote above is from a speech
given by Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad
in Waseda University, Japan, in 1997. 1t
remains relevant today, if not more so.
With more than half of our
population made up of people under
35, Malaysia can consider itself as
a young country. Our youth is our
advantage. This will not always be the
case. Our demographics will change
and experts say that by 2040, our
population pyramid will start to invert.
Like many other developed nations,
including Japan, older people will
outnumber our youth. To prepare
ourselves for that inevitability, we need
to fortify our economy, upskill our
workforce, improve social cohesion,
strengthen our institutions, revisit and
if necessary, rework, our education
system. This requires a strong vision
of where we wish to be in a few
decades’ time and the principles
we need to uphold to reach that
destination. It requires good leadership.
There are many definitions of what
good leadership is, and it is up to the
young people themselves to define
what good leadership means to them.
We received many interesting
answers when we asked young
Malaysians to respond with essays and
stories to the theme of “Leadership”
for our writing contest with Maybank
Foundation. More than 4,000 young
Malaysians responded through fiction,
essays and photos. The responses are
illuminating and the winning entries
will be published this year. It was our
most successful contest and I thank
Maybank Foundation for agreeing to
be our sponsor and co-organiser. As
always, the Foundation organises this
contest to encourage greater reflection
and articulation on issues, and I believe
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the contest made the participants
think harder about certain themes.

[ hope the young contestants
realise that present and future
successes depend on effort, and that
where a nation is concerned, we build
upon the work of previous leaders.
There are always lessons to be learnt
from those who have "been there, done
that”. Our Foundation is predicated on
the idea of learning from history and
nowhere is this more evident than in
our Oral History pregramme. In 2016,
we conversed with Tan Sri Rafidah
Aziz, arguably Malaysia's best-known
Minister of International Trade and
Industry. We were also lucky enough
to have conversations with Tan Sri
Arshad Ayub, the former Director of
Institut Teknologi MARA, who holds
very pragmatic views on education.

Our Perdana Discourse Series
facilitates knowledge-sharing between
Malaysian leaders and young people.
In August 2016, at our 20th Perdana
Discourse Series, none other than
the fourth Prime Minister of Malaysia,
Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad explained
why federalism works in Malaysia
and what's made Malaysia so unique
among all countries that have opted
for this system of government. As
always, Tun successfully shed light
on a complex topic, enabling us to
understand the issue from a historical
as well as political perspective.

Our efforts to make materials
on Malaysian leadership and history
easily accessible continue. As our
archives grow (we now have more
than half a million digitised titles),
so will our efforts to draw some
connections among them. We have
connected the dots for the lives of our
former Prime Ministers and the events
leading up to our Independence as
a nation. Simple as they seem to be,
they should not be overlooked in the
insight that they can provide for those
keen to learn more about Malaysia.

The narrative about our country
— even of its past - is constantly
evolving, and we, as Malaysians,
should play our part to ensure that the
narrative is positive and meaningful.
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More than
1,000 visitors
toured PLF
in 2016

: v : 7%
Perdanda Leade;]'ship Founda;ion ‘ & : ) \ STU .JE N T E
received more than a thousan ‘ ] | \ -
visitors from all over the world in 2016. 4 Al ZAH RA 'NDONESI
Visitors from local and international KUQ;.% ;ghgggl
organisations, government agencies,
libraries, universities and schools
tourgd the. foundgtion and ‘e)fplored e Und e A oy Al 2o
our library’s physical and digital Indonesia Primary School, keen to
collections. Some of our visitors learn more about Malaysian history
also learnt about our digitising and
indexing process at the Foundation.
Perdana Leadership Foundation is
located in Precinct 8, Putrajaya and our
Perdana Library is open to the public
on weekdays from 8.30 am to 5.30 pm.
For more information about group
visits, please contact our Librarian,
Encik Adnan Haris at 03-88858940 or
e-mail plfcomms@perdana.org.my.
We welcome group visits on weekdays
via appointments - do contact us two
weeks before your planned visit.

k

Students from SMK Dato
Undang Haji Adnan Kota, Negeri
Sembilan, at our main lobby

Students of SK Kampong ore Library Science students from
Awah, Pahang, queueing to UiTM Puncak Perdana learning
enter the Perdana Library | about our digitisation process
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A PRIMARY SCHOOL |
R- MALAYSIA
WARI 2014

¥

A delegation from
Sudan learning about
our Prime Ministers

Puan Zarina Abu Bakar,
PLF General Manager, with

delegates from Saudi Arabia

Visitors from Faculty of Information
& Management, UiTM Segamat in the
main reading area of Perdana Library

: - : - ‘M Staff of Siti Hasmah Digital Library,
Visitors from Sekretariat Pencegahan ‘ . i 55 @ MMU, and participants of the Malaysian
Rasuah, Universiti Malaysia Sabah, with the WY Technical Cooperation Programme

beautiful Putrajaya Lake in the background 2 = listening intently to the briefing on PLF
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HONORARY PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad: Still busy at 91

Our Honorary President, Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, was as busy

as ever in 2016, despite turning 91
years old in July. Tun’s views are still
sought for, on subjects that include
economics, national unity, leadership,
Malaysian history, international affairs
and - of course - politics. In between
his own programmes, he hosted
Perdana Leadership Foundation's
Buka Puasa in June. In October,

he was interviewed by Al Jazeera
Arabic and Piston Kuwait with the
Foundation’s grounds as the backdrop
to the video-recorded segments.
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INFOGRAPHICS

Biographies of our
PMs, infographics-style

We've built a sizeable archive since our inception in
2003, and among the top priorities of our archive-building
are the biographies of Malaysian Prime Ministers, from
Tunku Abdul Rahman to Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.

We knew them as our Prime Ministers but their lives
began long before they tock their oath to serve as the head
of our government. What were their childhood like? Who
were their parents? How did they get involved in politics?
Where did they work before they became politicians?

We've already published their biographies as a Visual
Timeline, accessible for free at http://www.perdana.org.
my/pms-of-malaysia/visual-timeline. But we realise that
some of you may wish to download these timelines or
share them with friends. As such, we've created a more
condensed version of their biographies and present them
in infographics, accessible here: http://www.perdana.
org.my/pms-of-malaysia/biography-infographics

We shall be improving on these timelines, adding
photos and links to make them more useful. Have a lock
or drop us a line and let us know (plfcomms@perdana.
org.my) what you'd like to see in future infographics.

Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra Al-Haj
(1903 - 1990)

1903 b Tunku Abdul Rahman, the seventh prince of Sultan Abdul Hamid Shah, was born
in Alor Setar on Bth February 1903

Tunku had his early education in Sekolah Rendah Melayu in Jalan Baharu before
allending the Government English School (laler lo be known as Sullan Abdul Hamid
Coliege) two years later, the state's only English school then. The headmaster of the
school from 1908-1910 was Mohamad Iskandar, father of Malaysia's fourth Prime
Minister, Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad.

1913 Tunku mowved to Bangkok with his eldest
brother, Tunku Yusuf, who served in the
Royal Thai Military Forces. There, Tunku
attended Debsirin High School. Tunku Yusuf
was killed by bandits two years later,

1928 @

1922 @

1934 @

Tun Abdul Razak
Dato' Hussein
(1922 - 1976)

Tun Abdul Razak was born on 11th March 1922 in Pulau Keladi, Pekan, Pahan
He was the first child of Dato' Hussein Mohd Taib and Fatimah H{. Dau
Growing up, he was raised by his grandfather as his father was posted far away
from home.

Tun Abdul Razak slarted his early education at the age of six. From primary cne td
four, he attended an attap-roofed school about 4 km away from his house, and would
walk to school everyday, barefool.

Tun Abdul Razak was selected by
the Resident of Pahang to attend
the Malay College at Kuala
Kangsar, Perak. He was a bright
student and passed his scheol
certificate exams after only four
and a half years. He became the
schools Head Boy and gained
school colours for hockey, squash
and tennis.
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Tun Dr. Mahathir
bin Mohamad
(1925 - )

Tun Dr. Mahathir was born on 10th July
1925 in Kg Seberang Perak, Alor Setar,
Kedah, Malaysia.

He attended Sekolah Melayu Seberang Perak for his primary education. Two
years later, Tun Mahathir entered a government English School, later known
as Kolej Sultan Abdul Hamid.

The Japanese invaded Malaya and Tun Mahathir's education was interrupted
as schools were closed. Tun attended a Japanese school, the Nippon
Gakko, only briefly a




PERDANA DISCOURSE SERIES 20

Tun Dr. Mahathir sheds light on the
history and current state of federal-
state relations in Malaysia at the
Perdana Discourse Series

(L to R): Dr. Azeem Fazwan
Ahmad Farouk (USM),
Dato' Dr. Ahmad Murad
Merican (USM), Tuan
Abdul Rahim Sinwan
(MLA), Dr. Shamrahayu
Abdul Aziz (ITUM)

On 24th of August 2016, Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, the fourth Prime
Minister of Malaysia and Honorary
President of Perdana Leadership
Foundation, delivered a keynote
address on federal-state relations at
the 20th Perdana Discourse Series
themed "The Federal & the States:
Federal-State Relations in Malaysia’,
organised by the Perdana Leadership
Foundation. Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad
started his keynote address by going
through the history of Malaysia.
"Malaysia is a federation of states
and each State has its own Sultan.
The country, however, could not have
nine rulers. That was a problem Tunku
Abdul Rahman, Malaysia’s first Prime
Minister, solved by creating the position
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