
T u n k u  A b d u l  R a h m a n
P u t r a  A l - H a j

  
( 1 9 5 7  -  1 9 7 0 )

 

P R I M E  M I N I S T E R S  O F  M A L A Y S I A
 

1903:   Born on 8th February in  Alor  Setar,  Kedah,  to  the Sultan of
Kedah and Che'  Menja lara
1913:    Attended Debsur in  School  in  Bangkok,  Thai land

 1915:    Attended Penang Free School ,  Pulau Pinang
 1920:  Furthered h is  studies  at  St .  Cather ine's  Col lege of  Cambridge

Univers i ty,  England
 1925 :  Graduated in  Law and History

 1931 :    Served in  the Kedah Publ ic  Serv ice
 1938:  Served as  Sungai  Petani  Distr ict  Off icer  and later  in  Kul im,

Kedah
 1939:  Marr ied Tun Shar i fah Rodziah Barakbah

 1940:   Appointed Deputy Director  of  Civ i l  Defense in  southern
Kedah

 1941 -  1945:  Japanese Occupat ion of  Malaya
 1946:  May -  UMNO was set  up to oppose the Malayan Union

 1948:  The Federat ion of  Malaya was establ ished to replace the
Malayan Union

 1949:  E lected Kedah UMNO chairman
 1951 :  Elected as  Pres ident  of  UMNO, replac ing Onn Jaafar  who left

to set  up the mult i-rac ia l  IMP
 1954:  Became Pres ident  of  the Al l iance 

 1955:  Became member of  the Federal  Legis lat ive Counci l
 1955:   E lected Chief  Minister  of  Malaya,  holding the portfol io  of

Minister  of  Home Affa i rs
 1955 :  Led the independence delegat ion to London

 1956:  Held addit ional  portfol ios  as  Minister  of  Defense and Internal
Secur i ty

 1957:   Became the Pr ime Minister  of  Malaya upon the nat ion's
Independence from the Br it ish

 1959:    Won the Kuala  Kedah Par l iamentary seat
 1961 :   Proposed the idea of  Malays ia ,  to  consist  of  Malaya,

Singapore,  Brunei ,  Sabah,  and Sarawak
 1963:  16th September  -  Malays ia  was formed,  consist ing of  Malaya,

Singapore,  Sabah,  and Sarawak
 1963:  Became the f i rst  Pr ime Minister  of  Malaysia

 1965:   Singapore seceded from Malays ia
 1969:    13th May -  Racia l  r iots  broke out  in  KL

 1970:   Resigned as  Malays ia's  Pr ime Minister  and Pres ident  of
UMNO; succeeded by Tun Razak Hussein

 1971 :  Became the Secretary  General  of  the Organisat ion of  Is lamic
Cooperat ion (OIC)

 1973:  Res igned as  Kuala  Kedah's  Member of  Par l iament
 1988:  UMNO was declared i l legal ;  Tunku refused to jo in  UMNO Baru

 1989:  Became advisor  of  opposit ion party  Semangat  46
 1990:  6th December  -  Passed away at  the age of  87 and g iven a

royal  funeral
  

F A M I L Y
 

Wife:  Tun Sharifah Rodziah Syed Alwi  Barakbah (3rd marr iage)
  

Chi ldren:  Tunku Khadi jah & Tunku Ahmad Nerang;  Far idah,
Sulaiman, & Mariam

 

I N  B R I E F
 

R e m e m b e r e d  a s  t h e  " Fa t h e r  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e ",
M a l a y s i a’s  f i r s t  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  Tu n k u  A b d u l
R a h m a n  P u t r a  A l - H a j ,  h a d  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  v i t a l
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f o s t e r i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g
M a l a y s i a’s  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  a s  a  w a y  t o
o v e r c o m e  p o l i t i c a l  c h a l l e n g e s .  

  
T h e  s e v e n t h  s o n  o f  t h e  2 5 t h  S u l t a n  o f  Ke d a h ,
S u l t a n  A b d u l  H a m i d  H a l i m  S h a h ,  a n d  C h e '
M e n j a l a r a ,  Tu n k u  c o n t e s t e d  -  a n d  w o n  -  t h e
P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  M a l a y  N a t i o n a l
O r g a n i s a t i o n  ( U M N O )  i n  1 9 5 1 .  A s  U M N O  P r e s i d e n t ,
h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  t h e
C h i n e s e  a n d  I n d i a n s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e
c o a l i t i o n  t h a t  i s  n o w  k n o w n  a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Fr o n t
( B a r i s a n  N a s i o n a l ) .  Tu n k u  l e d  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  a n d  o n  3 1 s t  A u g u s t  1 9 5 7,  t h e
Fe d e r a t i o n  o f  M a l a y a  d e c l a r e d  i t s  i n d e p e n d e n c e
f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h .  

  
I t  w a s  a l s o  Tu n k u  w h o  e n v i s i o n e d  t h e  i d e a  o f
M a l a y s i a  -  a  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  M a l a y a ,  S i n g a p o r e
( w h i c h  l a t e r  s e c e d e d  i n  1 9 6 5 ) ,  S a b a h ,  a n d  S a r a w a k
w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  1 6 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 6 3 .
Tu n k u  i s  a l s o  r e c o g n i s e d  f o r  h i s  e l e v a t i o n  o f  I s l a m
t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  a n d  h e  w a s
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  t h e  O r g a n i s a t i o n
o f  I s l a m i c  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  1 9 6 9 ,  o f  w h i c h  h e  w a s  i t s
f i r s t  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l .  I t  c a n  b e  s a i d  t h a t  Tu n k u
A b d u l  R a h m a n’s  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  a c h i e v e m e n t  w a s  i n
g i v i n g  M a l a y s i a n s  a  s e n s e  o f  p r i d e  a n d  n a t i o n h o o d .

 

C H R O N O L O G Y
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