
T u n  D r  M a h a t h i r   M o h a m a d
  

( 1 9 8 1  -  2 0 0 3 ;  
 2 0 1 8  -  C u r r e n t )

 

P R I M E  M I N I S T E R S  O F  M A L A Y S I A
 

1925:  Born on 10th Ju ly   in  Alor  Star,  Kedah,  to  Mohamed bin Iskandar
and Wan Tempawan bint i  Wan Hanaf i  

 1931 :  Attended the Seberang Perak Malay School
 1933:  Attended Sultan Abdul  Hamid Col lege

 1942 -  1945:  Japanese occupat ion of  Malaya.  Dropped out  of  school  to
sel l  food in  Pekan Rabu to support  the fami ly

 1946:  Opposed the Malayan Union and jo ined UMNO 
 1947:  Studied medic ine at  K ing Edward VI I  Medical  Col lege 

 1953:  Graduated and served as  Medical  Off icer  in  the Alor  Setar
General  Hospita l

 1956:  Marr ied Tun Dr  Sit i  Hasmah Hj  Mohd Al i
 1957:  Left  government serv ice to set  up Maha Cl in ic  in  Alor  Setar

 1964:  Stood for  e lect ions in  Kota Setar  Selatan and won 
 1965:  E lected to the UMNO Supreme Counci l

 1969:  Stood for  e lect ions in  Kota Setar  Selatan but  lost  to  a  PAS
candidate 

 1969:  13th May -  Racia l  r iots  broke out  in  KL
 1969:  Wrote a  letter  cr i t ic is ing the Pr ime Minister  of  Malays ia ,  Tunku

Abdul  Rahman.  Expel led f rom UMNO
 1970:  Wrote "The Malay Di lemma" 

 1970:  Tunku Abdul  Rahman res igned as  Pr ime Minister,  and Tun Abdul
Razak Hussein became Malays ia’s  second Pr ime Minister

 1972:  Tun Mahathi r  returned to UMNO, and was appointed Senator
 1974:  Won the Kubang Pasu par l iamentary seat  unopposed,  and was

appointed Minister  of  Educat ion 
 1976:  Tun Razak passed away and Tun Hussein Onn became Pr ime

Minister
 1976:  Appointed as  Deputy Pr ime Minister  

 1981 :  Tun Hussein Onn res igned as  Pr ime Minister
 1981:  July  16 -  Became the fourth Pr ime Minister  of  Malaysia

 1998:  Became Finance Minister  upon the sack ing of  Datuk Ser i  Anwar
Ibrahim as  Deputy Pr ime Minister  and Finance Minister  

 2003:  October  31  -  Stepped down as  Pr ime Minister.  Tun Abdul lah
Ahmad Badawi  became Malays ia’s  f i f th  Pr ime Minister

 2003:  Appointed Honorary Pres ident  of  Perdana Leadership
Foundat ion

 2009:  3  Apr i l  -  Dato'  Sr i  Naj ib  Tun Razak becomes Malays ia's  s ixth
Pr ime Minister

 2016:  Left  Umno in  protest  against  Datuk Ser i  Naj ib  Tun Razak 's
leadership

 2016:  Set  up Part i  Pr ibumi Bersatu Malays ia  (PPBM)
 2017:  Re-entered pol i t ics  as  leader  of  the Pakatan Harapan coal i t ion

 2018:  Stood for  e lect ions  under  Pakatan Harapan  in  the Langkawi
par l iamentary seat  for  the 14th General  E lect ion

 2018:  Pakatan Harapan won the elect ions,  and on 10th May 2018,
Tun Dr  Mahathir  Mohamad became the seventh Pr ime Minister  of
Malaysia  

 
F A M I L Y

 
Wife:  Tun Dr Sit i  Hasmah Hj  Mohd Al i ,  one of  the ear l iest  Malay
women who qual i f ied as medical  doctors .

 Chi ldren:  Dat in Paduka Marina,  Mirzan,  Mel inda,  Tan Sr i
Mokhzani ,  Dato'  Ser i  Mukhr iz ,  Mazhar,  Maizura.  

 

I N  B R I E F
 

Tu n  D r  M a h a t h i r  b i n  M o h a m a d  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  t h e
f o u r t h  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  M a l a y s i a  o n  1 6 t h  J u l y  1 9 8 1 .
H e  s e r v e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  2 2  y e a r s ,  b e c o m i n g
M a l a y s i a’s  a n d  S o u t h - E a s t  A s i a’s  l o n g e s t - s e r v i n g
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .  

  
H e  l e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  a  f a s t - p a c e d
m o d e r n i s a t i o n  d r i v e  t h a t  e a r n e d  M a l a y s i a
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  a n  i n d u s t r i a l
p o w e r h o u s e .  U n d e r  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  s e v e r a l  m e g a
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e - p r o j e c t s  t o o k  p l a c e ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  K u a l a
L u m p u r  C i t y  C e n t r e  ( K L C C ) ,  P e t r o n a s  Tw i n  To w e r s ,
K u a l a  L u m p u r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  ( K L I A )  a n d
M u l t i m e d i a  S u p e r  C o r r i d o r  ( M S C ) .  Tu n  D r  M a h a t h i r
o p e n e d  M a l a y s i a  t o  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  r e d u c e d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  b a r r i e r s ,  p r i v a t i s e d  g o v e r n m e n t
s e r v i c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w o r l d - c l a s s  p h y s i c a l
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  

  
D u r i n g  Tu n  D r  M a h a t h i r ’s  t e n u r e  a s  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,
M a l a y s i a  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o s p e r o u s  a n d
d y n a m i c  e c o n o m i e s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  w i t h  a  t h r i v i n g
i n d u s t r y ,  g r o w i n g  m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  q u a l i t y
o f  l i f e .  M a l a y s i a  a l s o  p l a y e d  a  m o r e  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e n a ,  a c t i n g  a s  a  v o i c e  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g
c o u n t r i e s  i n  A s i a  a n d  A f r i c a .  Tu n  D r  M a h a t h i r
M o h a m a d  i s  a l s o  r e m e m b e r e d  f o r  V i s i o n  2 0 2 0 ,  a
f r a m e w o r k  f o r  m a k i n g  M a l a y s i a  a  d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n
b y  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 0 .   Fo r  h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  h e  i s
r e g a r d e d  a s  M a l a y s i a’s  " Fa t h e r  o f  M o d e r n i s a t i o n ".    

  
B u t  h i s  r o l e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  e n d  i n  2 0 0 3 .  I n
2 0 1 6 ,  Tu n  D r  M a h a t h i r  M o h a m a d  s e t  u p  a  n e w
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Fr o n t .  I n
2 0 1 8 ,  m a k i n g  a  s t u n n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c o m e b a c k  a t  t h e
a g e  o f  9 3 ,  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  h e  l e d  w o n  t h e  g e n e r a l
e l e c t i o n s  a n d  h e  b e c a m e  M a l a y s i a’s  7 t h  P r i m e
M i n i s t e r .  

  
 

C H R O N O L O G Y
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