
TUN ABDUL RAZAK DATO' HUSSEIN
SECOND PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA

(1970 - 1976)

FATHER OF DEVELOPMENT

He was appointed the Deputy
Chairman of the Cobbold

Commission established to
determine the views of the

people of Sabah and Sarawak
towards Malaysia.
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1945

Tun Razak started his early
education at the age of six.

From primary one to four, he
walked barefoot to an attap-

roofed school about 4km
away from his house.

He was selected to attend
the elite Malay College at
Kuala Kangsar, Perak. He
became the school's Head

Boy and gained school
colours for hockey, squash

and tennis.

He entered Raffles College,
Singapore under a scholarship

that entitled him to take a three-
year course in Economics, Law

and History.

In London, Tun Razak joined the
Malay Society of Great Britain

and eventually became the
Secretary of the society. He

befriended Tunku Abdul
Rahman, the Society's President,

and Tan Sri Taib Andak.

After finishing the course, he
joined the Japanese

administration in Temerloh
before becoming the Assistant

District Officer in Raub.

Tun Abdul Razak was
born on 11th March 1922

in Pulau Keladi, Pekan,
Pahang. He was the first

child of Dato' Hussein
Mohd Taib and Fatimah

Hj. Daud.

WATANIAH
Tun Razak became a Member
of the Wataniah anti-Japanese

movement, serving as a
Captain of Force 136.

1946

LAW IN
LONDON

After the Japanese
surrendered in 1945, Tun

Razak entered the civil service
as a Malay Officer on
probation. When his

scholarship application was
approved, Tun Razak left
Malaya to study law at
Lincoln's Inn, London.

1947

1950

1951UMNO NO.2
In February, Tun Razak

became a member of
Malaya's Federal

Legislative Council. Later
that year, he was elected

as the Deputy President of
UMNO. He also became
the Permanent Chairman

of UMNO Youth. 1952

1953

1956

1957

1959

1961

1st ELECTIONS
The Alliance won in the first national

elections of independent Malaya. Tunku
once again assumed the position of Prime

Minister with Tun Abdul Razak as his
Deputy.

RED BOOK
Tun Razak launched the Red Book

(Buku Merah), in 1960, which
contained the five-year plans of

development for the nation.

Tun Razak became Minister of Rural
Development and ran the Ministry as
efficiently as a military unit with an

operations room .

Tun Razak served in the
Malaysian Solidarity

Consultative Committee
which was headed by Dato

Donald Stephens to work out
terms for the constitutions of

Sabah and Sarawak under
Malaysia.

1962

1969

Under Tun Razak, Malaysia
became a member of the Non-

Aligned Movement (NAM).

BARISAN
NASIONAL

Tun Razak established the
'National Front' (Barisan
Nasional) to replace the

Alliance. He also formed the
Department of National Unity,

National Consultative
Committee (NCC), Rukunegara

and the Anti-Corruption
Agency (ACA).

1970

AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION

Malaysia's New Economic
Policy (NEP) was

introduced to correct the
imbalance of wealth among
the communities. One goal

of the NEP was to raise
Malay shares of the

economy from 3% in 1971
to 30% by 1991. Malaysia's Deputy Prime

Minister, Tun Dr. Ismail Abdul
Rahman, passed away from a

sudden heart attack at the age
of 58. Upon his death, Tun

Razak appointed Tun Hussein
Onn as Deputy Prime Minister

of Malaysia.

The 1974 general elections
marked a return to political

normalcy after May 1969 and
would validate Tun Razak's

leadership as the Prime Minister.
BN won 54% of the popular votes

(135/154 seats) in Parliament.

1971

1973

1974

MCKK

Tun Razak joined the Malay
Administrative Office and was

selected as Student-Probationer,
for which he received a year's
training at the Malay College.

MALAY 
ADMIN OFFICE

1939

RAFFLES COLLEGE

FATHER'S
DEATH

On the 6th of April, Tun
Razak's father, Dato'

Hussein, passed away.
Tun Razak was in London

at the time. After he
qualified as an Utter

Barrister, he returned to
Malaya.

He joined the civil service but
continued to be politically

active. He joined UMNO and
was soon elected as an UMNO

Youth Chief as well as one of
the party's Vice Presidents. In

November, Tun Razak
inherited his late father's title
and was installed as the tenth

Orang Kaya Indera
Syahbandar, a major Chief of

Pahang.

After a year as the Assistant State
Secretary of Pahang, Tun Razak
became the State Secretary. At
only 30 years old, he was the

youngest man to hold the
position.

MARRIAGE
In September, Tun Razak
married Tun Rahah. They

were blessed with five sons:
YB Dato' Sri Mohd Najib

Tun Razak (the sixth Prime
Minister of Malaysia),
Johari, Nizam, Nazim,

Nazir.

1955
RAZAK REPORT

After the Alliance won in the
1955 elections, Tunku Abdul

Rahman appointed Tun Razak as
the Minister of Education. The

Razak Report of 1956 formed the
basis of Malaya's National

Education Policy.

CHIEF MINISTER
Tun Razak became the Chief

Minister of Pahang. MERDEKA!
Malaya achieved

Independence on 31st
August 1957. Tunku Abdul

Rahman Putra Al-Haj
became the first Prime

Minister of Malaya and Tun
Razak was appointed

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence.

ARMED FORCES
To counter Communist

guerrillas, Tun Razak built
up the Malaysian Armed

Forces (MAF), comprising
the Army, the Navy and

the Air Force. He also fully
supported Tunku's stand

against extremists
including Chinese

chauvinists and anti-British
socialists.

COBBOLD
COMMISSION

1963

Malaysia was officially
formed on 16th

September, consisting of
Malaya, Sabah, Sarawak

and Singapore. Tunku
Abdul Rahman was

Malaysia's first Prime
Minister with Tun Abdul

Razak as his Deputy.

MALAYSIA

1967

MAGSAYSAY
Tun Abdul Razak received the

Magsaysay Award by the
Philippines in recognition of

his outstanding contributions
to national and rural

development in Malaysia.

After the riots, a national
emergency was declared and the

National Operations Council
(NOC) was set up with Tun Razak

as its Chairman. The NOC was
effectively the temporary
government of Malaysia.

1969 GE
In May, the 1969 General

Elections were held. The Alliance
only won 76 seats with 37 seats

captured by the opposition
parties, including DAP and PAS.
The loss was partly attributed to

Malay dissatisfaction with the
government.

13th May 1969: Racial riots
broke out in parts of KL

between the Malays and the
Chinese.

PRIME
MINISTER

On 22nd September, Tun Abdul
Razak became Malaysia's second

Prime Minister after Tunku
Abdul Rahman stepped down,

with Tun Dr. Ismail as his
Deputy Prime Minister and Tun

Tan Siew Sin as his Finance
Minister.

1975

1976

ILL-HEALTH
Tun Abdul Razak was taken ill. He

flew to London for treatment where
his health took a turn for the worse.

He was hospitalised in London.

DEATH He was laid to rest at the Heroes'
Mausoleum at the National

Mosque. Tun Razak has been
dubbed Malaysia's "Father of

Development" for his
contributions to rural

development.

Tun Abdul Razak (back row, right) with fellow
prefects at MCKK. 

Source: Perdana Library & ANM

He successfully passed his first
year papers but his studies were
interrupted when the Japanese

invaded Malaya in 1942.

Tun Abdul Razak (far right, songkok) in Raffles College
Source: Perdana Library

Tun Razak attended the Japanese
school Koa Kunshero in

Singapore, where he learnt the
Japanese language and underwent

tough military training.

Tun Razak and Tun Rahah on their
wedding day. 

Source: Perdana Library & ANM

Tun Razak as Minister of Defence 
Source: Perdana Library & ANM

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The Green Book (Buku Hijau) was
launched in 1974, focusing on the

most efficient use of land for
agriculture.

Monitoring rural development
Source: Perdana Library & ANM

Tun Abdul Razak with DYMM Seri
Paduka Baginda 

Yang Di-Pertuan Agong.
Source: Perdana Library & ANM

DR. ISMAIL
PASSES AWAY

On 14th January 1976, Tun
Abdul Razak Dato' Hussein,

Malaysia's second Prime
Minister, passed away  in

London at around 6.30 pm
Malaysian time.

Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak tends to his father's grave
Source: Perdana Library & ANM
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MILITARY TRAINING A.D.O. IN RAUB
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BUKU HIJAU

A HERO'S BURIAL

LEUKEMIA
Tun Razak was already diagnosed
with leukemia when he became
Prime Minister and doctors had
given him less than six years to

live. As such, he became a "man in
a hurry" and was an indefatigable
administrator, who seldom took

time off to relax.
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